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NEWS

Tourism needs more private

sector investment: CHTHO chief

Iran’s tourism body is counting on the private

sector to invest more in the country’s hospital-
ity sector, encouraging it to take up the slack
as moves to cede state-run tourism affairs to
privately-owned entrepreneurs and entities are
underway.
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization Director Zahra Ahmadipour on
Monday called for greater role of the private
sector to jumpstart tourism in the country that
will result in creating jobs and generating rev-
enues, CHTN reported.
“Tourism will be flourishing through the
[comprehensive] involvement of the private
sector, not the government,” Ahmadipour said
in an address to a provincial assembly during
her visit to Kordestan province.
“The private sector should handle the [tour-
ism and hospitality] affairs, while government
bodies should only act as facilitators and over-
see the implementation of [their] regulations,”
she added.

“The growth and prosperity of the tourism in-
dustry is a principle,” she stressed, adding that
the private sector has played a ‘good’ role in
the growth and development of the sector and
it needs backing from the government.
Elsewhere in her remarks, Ahmadipour high-
lighted the need for more cooperation between
the two sectors saying: “Identifying problems
and finding solutions to them requires public
and private sectors to boost partnerships and
remain committed to the existing rules to
overcome the problems, and if there is a legal
malfunction, it should be addressed.”

The sum of private investments in restoration
of cultural heritage structures have witnessed
a staggering 449% rise over the past four years
compared to the previous records, IRNA re-
ported earlier in May.

The report added that some 833 billion rials
(about $21 million) have been channeled into
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Iran goes big on clean energy

Energy Minister Hamid Chitchian inau-
gurated 20-MW Mokran Solar Farm in
Mahan County in the southeastern Ker-
man Province on Thursday.

Covering 44 hectares of land, the farm
includes 76,912 solar panels, each hav-
ing a generation capacity of 260 watts
of electricity.

Putting this farm into operation, the
country’s generation capacity of photo-
voltaic systems reached 53 MW.

The farm includes two parts, each gen-
erating 10 MW of electricity. It was
built within six months.

The project to build this farm was
jointly implemented by Iran’s Mokran
Solar Energy Company, as the general
contractor, Germany’s ADORE GmbH
Company, as the program manager, and
Switzerland’s DURION AG Company,
as the main investor that invested $27
million.

Some 30 percent of the project was car-
ried out through domestic manufactur-
ing capability and it created direct jobs
for 300 people and indirect jobs for 150
persons.

According to the data provided by
Mokran Company, it is the largest solar
farm in Iran.

In his trip to Kerman, the ener-
gy minister also participated in the
ground-breaking ceremony of the pro-
ject to build another solar farm with
the capacity of 100 MW in Mahan by
Mokran Solar Energy Company.

It will be built on 150 hectares of land
and will be one of the largest solar
farms in the Middle East.

Renewable power capacity to rise 600
MW by Mar. 2018

Addressing the inauguration ceremony
of Mokran Solar Farm, the energy min-
ister said the country’s power genera-
tion capacity from renewable sources
is planned to increase by 600 MW by

the end of current Iranian calendar year
(March 20, 2018).

Chitchian put Iran’s current renewable
capacity at 420 MW.

He said since 20 years ago Iran has been
planning to increase renewable energy
share in the country’s basket of ener-
gy and renewables account for 12,000
MW out of the 76,000 MW electricity
generation capacity of Iran.

“For the moment, hydroelectric share
is noticeable in the country’s energy
basket and we are currently boosting
the shares of solar and wind farms”, the
minister added.

It is worth mentioning that all invest-
ments and activities in this field is done
by private sector, he highlighted, adding
that private sector has also embarked on
manufacturing of related equipments.
“We have currently the capacity of
manufacturing solar panels for gener-
ating 210 MW of electricity which is
planned to reach over 500 MW by the
yearend”, Chitchian announced.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the minister
referred to foreign direct investment
(FDI) in Iran’s renewable energy sector
and mentioned Germany, Switzerland,
Spain, China and South Korea as some
of the countries making investment in
this sector of Iran at the present.
Reducing 22,000 tons of carbon diox-
ide emissions per year

Addressing the same ceremony, Uwe
Jorg Kuhnle, the managing director of
DURION Company, said: “We avoid
22,000 tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions every year by this solar plant.”
“Through our German-Iranian joint
venture we successfully realized the
technology transfer between Iran and
Germany”, he said adding, “We re-
ceived great support from the Iranian
government and all involved officials
and agencies.”

All of the money that was needed in
Iran was officially transferred through
the banking system from Germany to
Iran, he mentioned.

“We already decided to invest in a pro-
duction facility for another photovolta-
ic plant in Mahan to generate at least
100 MW for domestic market and for
exports by more than 150 employees”,
Kuhnle further announced.

JCPOA to bring more European com-
panies to Iran

Also, German Ambassador to Iran Mi-
chael Klor-Berchtold said implemen-
tation of JCPOA (Iran’s nuclear deal,
known as Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action) will bring more successes like
this one (Mokran Solar Farm) to Iran as
it will bring more European companies
to the country.

He expressed happiness over this pro-
ject and said: “I am glad about this solar
farm because it is some cooperation be-
tween Germany and Iran.”

“This project is an investment making
for Iran’s technology and also for its fu-
ture,” he underscored.

“We are determined to continue this
way in Iran and hope that this project
will be a symbol for other German pro-
jects in Iran,” he added.

Renewables to generate 2000 MW of
electricity in Kerman

Kerman Governor General Alireza
Razm-Hosseini, for his part, said: “We
have planned for implementation of
projects to generate 200 MW of elec-
tricity per year from renewable sources
in the province to reach the total capac-
ity of 2000 MW within 10 years.”

He also said a solar farm to be named
“Sun City” is planned to be built in the
province.

“We support investment making in re-
newable sector of the province”, he fur-
ther noted.

The governor general also said that
$2.5 billion foreign investment has
been made in the province after imple-
mentation of JCPOA.

Ground broken for first women-only beach in Qeshm Island

Construction of the first women-only beach
in the Persian Gulf island of Qeshm, southern
province of Hormozgan, started on Thursday.

The project which is stretching over 2.5 hec-
tares of southern coasts will be developed in

eas, kids play areas, green spaces etc. will be
completed by the end of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 20, 2018).

Over the second phase of the project swimming
pools, gym, accommodations, beauty salons,

traditional restaurants, and artificial night light-
ing at the beach will be set up as well.
Environment friendly marine hotels and sea
water parks, by causing minimal damages to
the ecosystem, will be constructed over the last
phase of the Qeshm island first women-only
beach project.

three separate phases, IRNA reported.

Making an investment of 100 billion rials (nearly $2.5
million) the private sector is financing the project.
The first phase, including basic facilities name-
ly restrooms, bathrooms, locker rooms, safety
deposit boxes, in addition to restaurants, spa
treatment, pergolas, coffee shops, shopping ar-

the restoration projects of historical relics
since incumbent President Hassan Rouhani
assumed office in 2013.

Iran has launched extensive plans to bolster its
tourism sector. Under its 2025 Tourism Vision
Plan, the country is expecting to increase the
number of tourism arrivals from 4.8 million in
2014 to 20 million in 2025.
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