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Medical tourists visiting
Iran are mostly from
neighboring states

Patients from Iraq, Azerbaijan, Armenia
and the Persian Gulf littoral states consti-
tute the largest number of travelers who
visit Iran annually for medical services.
The Ministry of Health registered some
105,000 inbound patients over the past
Iranian calendar year (March 2016-March
2017), a majority of them came from the
abovementioned neighboring countries,
ISNA quoted a tourism official as saying
on Friday.

Currently, 35 authorized institutes facili-
tate such services in the country, Moham-
mad Ali Fayyazi, secretary of the medical
tourism steering council, affiliated with
the Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Hand-
icrafts Organization, said.

“Our preference is that accepting for-
eign patients to hospitals in Iran should
be done through [such] authorized institu-
tions,” he added.

In an interview with the Tehran Times,
Vahidreza Mohebpour, who presides over
the medical tourism department of the
Ministry of Health, asserted that the to-
tal number of travelers visiting the coun-
try for medical purposes can go beyond
300,000.

“We have a report of 105,000 patients;
however, the number of patients admitted
in all the hospitals is much higher than re-
ported and their total number is estimated
to be more than 300,000,” he explained.
“Cost-effective, high quality, and ade-
quate services have always been the very
items on top of our tourist patients’ agen-
da when it comes to select a target coun-
try for its medical services,” Mohebpour
added.

Iran has launched extensive plans to bol-
ster its tourism sector. Under its 2025
Tourism Vision Plan, the country is ex-
pecting to increase the number of tourism
arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20
million in 2025.
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Indian companies interested in project

India is keen to rapidly develop Iranys
Chabahar Port, a strategic facility that
New Delhi hopes will help expand
its trade with Afghanistan and ener-
gy-rich Central Asia by circumvent-
ing Pakistan.

During Prime Minister Narendra
Modiys visit to Iran in May 2016, a
commercial contract on Chabahar
Port was signed between India Ports
Global Pte. Ltd., or IPGPL, and Iranys
Aria Banader, envisaging develop-
ment and operation of two terminals
and five berths with multipurpose
cargo-handling capacities.

New Delhi has committed to invest
$500 million in Chabahans first
phase of development, which in-
cludes a $150 million credit facility
to Iran through the Export-Import
Bank of India.

«Two major Indian conglomerates
have bid for supplying four key
mounted quay cranes at Shahid Be-
heshti Port, Chabahar,» India>s PTI
news agency quoted an unnamed
official as saying in a report Sunday.

to develop Iranian port

i - e e

The bids invited on behalf of IPGPL,
a company established by the Indian
government in January 2015 for de-
velopment of ports overseas, «are un-
der evaluation and a final call will be
taken soon,» the official said.

The story said the process is on to ex-
pand the financial eligibility criteria
to attract more bidders for the pro-
ject, whose first phase the Modi gov-

ernment hopes to complete next year.
On March 17, IPGPL invited com-
panies to express interest if they
wanted to be considered for a strate-
gic partnership in the Chabahar pro-
ject, The Economic Times reported
in late April. Adani Ports & Special
Economic Zone and Essar Ports are
among those keen to manage and op-
erate two terminals at Chabahar, the

newspaper said, adding that the JM
Baxi group has also shown interest.
Apart from helping India access war-
torn Afghanistan, where it is engaged
in rebuilding efforts, Chabahar opens
up opportunities to Indian companies
wanting access to Iran, Central Asia,
Russia and other regions beyond.
Pakistan -- which lies between India
and both Afghanistan and Iran -- has
always denied New Delhi overland
access. Chabahar sits on the Gulf of
Oman near the Iranian border with
Pakistan, promising India the pos-
sibility of direct sea access from its
western coast.

India and Iran have talked about de-
veloping the port since 2003, but pro-
gress was stymied by U.S.-led eco-
nomic sanctions against Tehran over
its controversial nuclear program. The
sanctions were lifted in January 2016.
India, which imports 80% of its crude
oil needs, has a long-standing rela-
tionship with Iran, especially in the
energy sector. It is the second-biggest
buyer of oil from Iran, after China.

Belgium seeks to tighten economic bonds with Iran

The Minister-President of the Belgian re-
gion of Flanders, Geert Bourgeois, has said
his government seeks to expand economic
ties with Iran, the portal of [ran Chamber of

Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA) reported on Thursday.

In a meeting with ICCIMA Chairman Gho-
lam-Hossein Shafeie in Brussels, the Bel-

gian official expressed satisfaction about
the future of his country’s economic rela-
tions with Iran and added that on the way
to explore avenues for developing bilateral
economic ties, a Belgian delegation will pay
a visit to the two Iranian cities of Tehran and
Isfahan in November.

Shafeie, for his part, underlined Iranian of-
ficials’ tendency towards boosting economic
ties with Belgium, adding that in this regard,
some talks have been held on increasing ties
between Iran’s port of Shahid Rajaee and
Belgium’s port of Antwerp. As previously
reported, Iran plans to use Antwerp port for
exporting petrochemical products.

ICCIMA head named healthcare, medicine,
modern irrigation, petrochemicals, and oil
as proper available areas for reinforcing
economic bonds between the two countries.

He, elsewhere, underscored the vitality of
easing visa issuance procedures for two
countries’ tradesmen in boosting mutual
economic ties.
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