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A peek into life in Laft

southern Iran

A photo collection depicts the landscape
and daily life at the historical village of Laft
on Qeshm Island in the Persian Gulf, south-
ern Iran. Perched on a rocky slope, the fish-
ing village offers its visitors a delightfully
photogenic scene of badgirs (wind towers)
and minarets. A few hundred meters north
of Laft is located one of Qeshm’s many tra-
ditional vessel-building workshops. These
indigenous cargo boats are still used to car-
ry goods back and forth across the Persian
Gulf.
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Qeshm cisterns nominated for UNESCO prize

An innovative approach to revive an-
cient water structures on the Persian
Gulfisland of Qeshm in southern Iran
has been nominated for the 2017 UN-
ESCO Prize on Education for Sus-
tainable Development (ESD).

“The project attained the highest na-
tional rank in comparison to other
pilot projects due to its comprehen-
sive views that offer education about
the sustainable development,” IRNA
quoted the project manager as saying
on July 5.

The scheme also entails revival of
ponds and ancient ab-anbars -- wa-
ter reservoirs and cisterns -- across
the island, Mohammadreza Farzaneh
added.

“Safeguarding potable water is of

other goals the mission pursues yet it
paves the way to pass the indigenous

knowledge of building and conserv-
ing them for the future generations,”

he explained.

The prize and award winners recog-
nize the role of education in connect-
ing the social, economic, cultural and
environmental dimensions of sustain-
able development, according to the
ESD.

Funded by the government of Japan,
the prize consists of three annual
awards of $50,000 for each recipient.
It was awarded for the first time by
the Director-General of UNESCO in
November 2015.

The term ab-anbar is common through-
out Iran as a designation for roofed
underground water cisterns. It associ-
ates with water management system in
arid areas that are reliant on permanent
springs or on seasonal rain water.

Laft historical mansions on path to glory

Iran guaranteed $12b foreign

Iran’s heritage body plans to lead several res-
toration projects at the village of Laft on the
southern Qeshm Island with the aim of bring-
ing fifteen historical mansions and houses
back to their heyday glory.

In line with the implementation of the fifth
article of the maintenance of national mon-
uments law approved in the Iranian calendar
year 1309 (1930-1931) and in order to protect
the owners and holders of historical monu-
ments, 15 historic houses are to be restored
in the port of Laft, Mehr quoted a provincial
official as saying on Monday.

Having many cultural and tourism attractions,
the village can be considered as a source of
income both for the Qeshm’s Free Zone Or-
ganization and the local community, added
Ashkan Mokhtari, an official with Hormozgan

province’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Department.

Perched on a rocky slope in the Persian Gulf,
the fishing village offers its visitors a patch-
work of delightfully photogenic scenes of bad-
girs (wind towers) and minarets.

A few hundred meters north of Laft is located
one of Qeshm’s many traditional vessel-build-
ing workshops. These indigenous cargo boats
are still used to carry goods back and forth
across the Persian Gulf.

Qeshm Island embraces a wide range of
ecotourism attractions such as the Hara
marine forests and about 60 villages dotted
mostly across its rocky coastlines. The is-
land has an abundance of wildlife, includ-
ing birds, reptiles, dolphins and turtles as
well.

investment in 2016

The head of Organ-
ization for Invest-
ment, Economic
and Technical Assis-
tance of Iran (OIE-
TAI) said in 2016
Iran issued banking
guarantees for near-
ly $12 billion worth
of foreign invest-
ment in the country.
Mohammad Khaz-
aie made the remarks in the Iran Petrochemical
Value Chain Summit (investment and devel-
opment) in Vienna on Thursday, Tasnim news
agency reported.

Emphasizing the benefits of investing in Iran’s
petrochemical industry the official noted that the
sanctions “snapback” is off the table now as the
issue has been completely resolved.

“We are ready to cooperate with foreign com-
panies in various fields, including purchasing
equipment and technology transfer, offering pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP) projects and invest-
ment,” Khazaie said.

According to the official, along with Austria, Iran
has been negotiating with other countries includ-
ing Denmark, Italy, Britain, Germany, China,
South Korea and Japan for opening credit lines
and financing projects.

In its World Investment Report 2017, the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) put Iran among successful countries
in terms of signing investment agreements in
2016.

Attracting $3.372 billion worth of foreign invest-
ment in 2016, the country has registered a 63 per-
cent rise in this regard.
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