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News

Free trade agreement
discussed between Iran,
Eurasian Economic Commission

Iranys minister of communications and infor-
mation technology who is also the chairman
of Iran-Russia Joint Economic Committee,
and Veronika Nikishina, member of the board
and also minister for trade of the Eurasian
Economic Commission, discussed different
aspects of a free trade agreement which is due
to be signed between the two sides.

The discussions were made in St. Petersburg on
Thursday on the sidelines of the 21st St. Peters-
burg International Economic Forum (SPIEF
2017), held from June 1 to 3, IRNA reported.
The Moscow-led Eurasian Economic Union
aims to finalize a free trade deal with Iran by
the end of the year, in an attempt by Russia and
its fellow members to deepen ties with Tehran.
Reaching a deal on free trade would represent
a notable victory for the nascent EEU — a
single market of Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus,
Kyrgyzstan and Armenia set up in 2015 — and
mark a significant strengthening of relations
between Iran and the former Soviet republics.

Tehran, Yerevan sign MOU
on expansion of trade ties

Iran and Armenian inked a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) on the expansion of
mutual trade relations, Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO) announced.

The MOU was signed by the Head of TPO
Mojtaba Khosrotaj and the Executive Direc-
tor of Development Fund of Armenia Armen
Avagyan in Yerevan on Wednesday.

In the signing ceremony, Khosrotaj put em-
phasis on the necessity of paying more atten-
tion to the trade potentials and capabilities
of the two sides in line with reinforcing the
bilateral ties.

Khosrotaj, who is the deputy industry, min-
ing and trade minister of Iran, said this MOU
lays the ground for more economic and trade
cooperation between the two neighbors.

He said the MOU is aimed at offering prop-
er information to the Iranian and Armenian
traders and businessmen for taking more ad-
vantage of the available cooperation oppor-
tunities.
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Director of ICT infrastructure department of Arvand Free Zone Organization:

Smart City of Arvand Free Zone is a city
with features of a modern city

Director of ICT infrastructure de-
partment of Arvand Free Zone Or-
ganization: Smart City of Arvand
Free Zone is a city with features of
a modern city.

Director of ICT infrastructure an-
nounced the creation of structural
transformation in the fields of tele-
communication in the region.
Public Relations and International
affairs department of Arvand Free
Zone Organization reports, Minis-
ter of Information communication
and Technology visited Arvand
Free Zone and inaugurated some
telecommunication projects.

Kamal Rezaiy, Director of ICT in-
frastructure added, in the past 4
years development of communica-
tions infrastructure, civil structural
foundations and urban development
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has taken into consideration more
than before at Arvand Free Zone
Organization and in this regard de-

velopmental strategy formulation
has began.
Rezaiy continued, as a result of four

years of planning and extensive re-
search in the field of telecommuni-
cations, development of fiber optic
network has launched.

Director of ICT infrastructure of
Arvand Free Zone Organization
stated: during the visit of the Minis-
ter of Information Communication
and Technology to Arvand Free
Zone four agreements in the field of
telecommunications were signed.
He in this regard added, these agree-
ments were signed with the pres-
ence of the Minister of Information
Communication and Technology,
between Arvand Free Zone Organ-
ization, Iran telecommunication
company, Education and training,
Refining and Distribution Compa-
ny in Abadan, University of martyr
Chamran and Red Crescent Society.

Anzali Free Zone on way to be a tourist hotspot

ey

Soaring numbers of travelers to Anzali Free
Zone along with ongoing efforts to boost its
tourism infrastructure are sure signs that it is
on track to become a bustling tourist hub in
northern Iran.

The number of domestic and foreign tour-
ists visiting the coastal region rose to 3.107

million in the previous Iranian calendar year
1395 (March 2016-March 2017) in compari-
son to 2.3 million the year earlier, witnessing
35 percent growth, said Anzali Free Zone Or-
ganization’s Deputy Director Majid Fatehi on
Tuesday.

The figure also jumped by 35 percent during

the first Iranian calendar month of Farvardin
(March 21-April 20) in comparison to the
same period last year, Fatehi added in an ad-
dress to a meeting on tourism investment op-
portunities.

The free zone embraces 14 hotels, motels and
residential complexes with a capacity of 5800
beds, all enjoy quality standards, he said.

A recreational pier named “Marina” is cur-
rently under construction as a pilot project for
enhancing marine tourism in the region and it
would be first of its kind in the south-Caspian
region, ISNA quoted the official as saying.
The docking station has a capacity for accom-
modating some 350 vessels and it will be op-
erational by the end of the current Iranian year
(March 20, 2018), he estimated.

Located in Gilan province, Anzali Free Zone
is the sole free zone in the southern part of the
Caspian Sea with an area of 9,400 hectares
and 40 kilometers shoreline.

The economic hub, launched in 2005, has spe-
cial advantages such as strategic transporta-
tion and transit position by being in the Inter-
national North—South Transport Corridor. In
addition, the free zone enjoys tax exemption
for 20 years as well as customs duties and val-
ue-added tax exemptions.
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