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News

Rouhani secures second
term with landslide victory

Rouhani, who represented moderates and reformers
in the campaigns, won 23.5 million (or 57 percent) of
the total vote, while his closest rival, Ebrahim Raisi,
received 15.7 million (38.5 percent), the Interior Min-
istry announced on Saturday.

The other presidential candidates, Mostafa Mirsal-
im and Mostafa Heshmitaba also collected 478,215
and 215,450 votes respectively while Vice President
Es’haq Jahangiri and Tehran’s Mayor Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf dropped out of the race days before
the election.

More than 70 percent of the country’s 56 million
eligible voters casted their ballots in what became a
resounding victory for the self-described moderate
president.

In his first remarks after winning re-election on Satur-
day, Rouhani, who enjoyed the support of the reform-
ists, vowed to deliver everything that he had promised
in his campaign trail.

“The great nation of Iran, you are the real winners of
the election... I shall remain loyal to my commitments
to you,” he wrote on his Twitter account.

In the past several weeks, Raisi, a principlist candidate
who is the custodian of the holy shrine of Imam Reza
(AS) in Mashhad, and Ghalibaf attacked the Rouhani
administration for its inept handling of the economy
and for failing to deliver on his promises.

In the 2013 election, Rouhani secured more than 50%
of the vote and won the election by a wide margin
against five mostly conservative candidates. Ghalibaf,
who was his main rival, came a distant second to him
with 16.5% of the vote.

During his campaign trail, Rouhani boasted his ad-
ministration’s success in clinching a nuclear agree-
ment with six world powers in 2015, which mostly
lifted nuclear-related sanctions against the country.
However, critics say his administration has not been
able to fully benefit from the sanctions relief. Rouhani
was also strongly criticized during the presidential de-
bates for failing to revive the economy.

The nuclear deal, which is largely viewed positively
inside Iran, was among the most important determin-
ing factors in the Friday election. The deal brought
hope to millions of Iranians.

Despite the growing tension with the new U.S. admin-
istration and fears over President Donald Trump’s an-
ti-Iran stance, Rouhani said in the last presidential de-
bate that he will “break all the sanctions against Iran”.
The election took place as Trump visited Saudi Ara-
bia, a country which is at odds with Iran over the cri-
ses in Yemen, Syria, and popular uprising in Bahrain.
After Trump was elected, the Saudis and some other
Arab countries in the region became hopeful that the
hardline president will take a harsher tone with Iran
than his predecessor, President Barack Obama.
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Ki Seung Jang, managing director of Korean
company of Carmen announced

Ki Seung Jang, managing director
of Korean company of Carmen dur-
ing his visit with Managing Director
of Anzali free zone referred to the
investment and under construction
company in this region announced
his readiness for the development
of investment in this area.

Ki Seung Jang, managing director
of Korean company of Carmen cited
their forty percent progress on con-
struction of automobile diagnostic
scanner in the region referred to a
top speed of technological progress
in the world stated that Carmen ex-
port —base company in the region
looking for a partners for cooper-
ation so that to be able to help them
keep pace with the development of
technology in the world, Therefore,
with respect to existing potential in
the region we have chosen Anzali
Free Zone for investment and de-
veloped our cooperation with Iran
the knowledge-based companies.
Mr.Masrour referred to advantages
of free zone such as cheap energy

and skilled labor and export op-
portunities for exporting products
to market of the Caspian littoral
states through the port of Caspian
by taking advantages of exemption
in Anzali free zone announced his
readiness for support and coopera-

tion with south Korean investors in
high Tech industry.

The Carmen South Korea com-
pany has started since 1995 to
produce a variety of automotive
diagnostic systems for last model

of cars in the world without a PC
(DIAG), this company is one of
the biggest brand in the world in
cooperation with an Iranian com-
pany to build «Caspian Carmen»
factory with the aim of produc-
ing , export as well as education-
al services to improve Iranian,
Middle East and the Caspian Sea
littoral states clients knowledge
and skills to work with this ma-
chine.

In addition to the investment of
Carmen company other foreign
companies have invested in the re-
gion, such as Panasonic company
for construction of small household
appliances, production of adhesives
label by using natural skin with the
participation of German investors,
production of industrial Detergent
with the participation of Italian in-
vestors, production of fire and res-
cue vehicles with the participation of
Poland investors, production of food
supplement with hundred percent in-
vestment of Chinese investors.

Indonesian Trading Companies to Invest in Maku Free Zone

L

According to public relations and international
affairs of Maku free zone organization, Indo-
nesian Ambassador to Iran, Octavino Alimu-
din, said: Indonesian trading companies have
chosen Maku free zone as a HUB to export
their goods through the zone to neighboring
countries.

Octavino Alimudin announced that, regarding
agriculture and animal husbandry infrastruc-
ture in Maku free zone, a large company in
Indonesia, in the field of agriculture and live-
stock industry is ready to invest in this zone.

Referring to the potentials of Indonesia in the
food and pharmaceutical industries, he added:

Indonesian investors in the food and pharma-
ceutical industries are ready to invest in Maku
free zone.

Managing Director of Maku free zone or-
ganization, Hossein Froozan, also referred to
the capacities, capabilities and advantages of
Maku free zone and stated: We welcome and
are ready to attract Indonesian investors and
traders for economic activities in the zone and
encourage them to participate in our invest-
ment projects.

He added: Being located on the Silk Road and
on the Europe corridor has given Maku free
zone unsurpassed advantages in transferring
Indonesia>s goods to Europe and the Black
Sea.

Referring to the industrial potential of the
zone, including industrial activities with more
than 60 manufacturing units, he confirmed
construction of the second phase of the in-
dustrial park. Indonesian manufacturing in-
dustries and industries in Maku free zone can
have cooperation in the various fields such
as industry, agriculture and mining fields. He
added.
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