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Russian tour operators
weighing Iran destinations

A cluster of Russian tour operators and travel
marketers have commenced tours across Iran
to weigh its diverse destinations in a bid to
deepen tourism cooperation with the south-
ern neighbor.

A total of 32 tour operators from Moscow,
Ufa and Tatarstan arrived in Tehran on Friday
upon the invitation of several Iranian private
travel companies and airlines, Mehr reported
on Saturday.

They primarily visited UNESCO-registered
Golestan Palace in downtown Tehran before
embarking a weeklong familiarizing tour to
Isfahan, Kashan, Abyabeh village and Kish
Island.

The situation will help tour operators to eval-
uate the costs of tour packages to the coun-
try yet draw their attention to the potential
shortcomings that would be scrutinized in a
meeting, which is to be held in Tehran.
Russian Federal Agency for Tourism Direc-
tor Oleg Safonov had earlier proclaimed that
Iran is one of the safest destinations for Rus-
sian travelers, estimating some 30 million
of Russians are willing to travel to Iran, the
report said.

Familiarizing with Iran, its rich history, cul-
ture and opportunity to buy Persian carpets
and handicrafts can be amongst main objec-
tives for such passengers, Safonov was quot-
ed as saying by Mehr.

Last June, Iran tourism body urged the need
to achieve a reasonable balance in the two-
way tourist exchange.

In 2017, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Pu-
tin inked a visa-free agreement for tourist
groups in Moscow.

Based on the agreement tour groups of 5 to
50 people heading to Russia from Iran or vice
versa will be granted a visa-free stay of up to
15 days.

ECO Permanent Representatives
Council Held Meeting in Kish Island

According to the Public Relations and International
Department of Kish Free Zone Organization, the
227th meeting of the ECO Permanent Represent-
atives Council was held at the Kish International
Conference Center on Wednesday, February 14.
At this meeting, Kish Free Zone Organization>s
Deputy Director for Economic Affairs pointed
to the annual arrival of 2 million domestic and
foreign tourists in Kish Island and said «the
management of Kish Free Zone Organization
is aiming at attracting more visitors to this cor-
al reef island. Kish Island and ECO can have
strong cooperation in sharing the infrastructures
and strengthening and developing them, and ex-
change the information in social and economic
spheres.»

Saeedi described Kish as one of the three most
beautiful coral islands in the world and said:
«Kish Island, as a tourist center, can play an im-
portant role in the pursuit of ECO-goals. Doing
the necessary study and based on the conditions
of their countries, Eco Member States can select
Kish as the center for providing financial and in-
ternational services.» KFZO official added.

The Economic Cooperation Organization or
ECO is a Eurasian political and economic inter-
governmental organization which was founded
in 1985 in Tehran by the leaders of Iran, Paki-
stan, and Turkey. It provides a platform to dis-
cuss ways to improve development and promote
trade and investment opportunities.
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Private sector to revive, operate more historical monuments in Iran

A total of 269 historical places and
monuments across Iran are to be
ceded to the private sector with the
aim of receiving better conservation
through repurposing them into thriv-
ing eco-lodges or other profitable
niches.

To date, 64 historical monuments
have been handed over to the private
investor to make the best use of them
under contracts for restoration, main-
tenance and operation, IRIB quoted a
deputy at the Revitalization and Uti-
lization Fund for Historical Places as
saying on Monday.

“Up to now, a sum of 780 billion rials
(nearly $170 million) has been spent
on restoring the 64 sites and 700 bil-
lion rials (some $152 million) on re-
furbishing them,” Ali Kazemi added.
Through restoring historic sites the
[traditional] culture of the country
will be preserved. Moreover, a tour-

ism-based economy will grow, lead-
ing to creation of jobs and improve-
ment of living standards, the official

—

explained.
“This sort of investment seems
attractive for the private sec-

tor, because accommodation in
[well-preserved] monuments is
attractive for both domestic and
foreign tourists, in addition these
steps are carried out without the
need for [excessive] administra-
tive bureaucracy.”

Upon an initiative scheme, the Re-
vitalization and Utilization Fund
for Historical Places (known by its
Persian acronym Saabta) provides
opportunity for privately-owned
businesses to run certain old struc-
tures in order to be maintained and
repurposed into hotels, traditional
restaurants or lodging places.

Iran is home to abundant historical
mansions, caravanserais, bathhouses,
madrasas, and other massive monu-
ments, which can buttress its bud-
ding tourism and hospitality sectors
if managed appropriately and refur-
bished properly.

Disputed Persian artifacts one step closer to home

Following years of ups and downs,
the fate of some ancient Persian
artifacts, on loan from Iran to the
Oriental Institute of the University
of Chicago since the 1930s, was
left in the hands of an international
court, this time in favor of Iran.
On Wednesday, the U.S. Supreme
Court concluded that American
citizens injured in a 1997 suicide
bombing in Jerusalem cannot seize
the artifacts to satisfy a $71.5 mil-
lion court judgment against Iran, as
compensation, Reuters reported.
The artifacts, including at least
30,000 clay tablets and fragments,
are kept at Chicago’s Field Mu-
seum of Natural History and the
University of Chicago’s Oriental
Institute.

Archaeologists affiliated with the
University of Chicago discovered

[

the tablets in 1930s while exca-
vating in Persepolis, the ceremo-
nial capital of the Persian Em-
pire. However, the institute has
resumed work in collaboration
with colleagues in Iran, and the
return of the tablets is part of a
broadening of contacts between

scholars in the two countries, said
Gil Stein, director of the Oriental
Institute at the University of Chi-
cago.

What these tablets tell us is the eco-
nomic, social and religious history
of the ancient Achaemenid Empire
(550-330 BC) and the larger Near

Eastern region in the fifth century
BC.

The tablets have been difficult to
read because information about
the Persian Empire had been large-
ly limited to non-Persian sources.
That non-Persian information came
from Greek writers such as Hero-
dotus and Latin authors, and most-
ly concerns encounters between the
Persian Empire and Greek states,
encounters of warfare, and diplo-
macy. Information from the tablets
provided one of the first opportu-
nities to gather data on the empire
from Persian sources.

The Persian Empire was the larg-
est and most durable empire of its
time. The empire stretched from
Ethiopia, through Egypt, to Greece,
to Anatolia (modern Turkey), Cen-
tral Asia and to India.

SEO aims to draw more global investors

One of Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO)’s main goals is to
attract more foreign investors to the
country’s capital market through hold-
ing a series of international conferenc-
es to introduce this market, SEO Head
Shapour Mohammadi told the Tehran
Times in an interview on the sidelines
of the 23rd Press Exhibition on Sunday.
“SEO 1is pursuing this goal through
holding a series of international confer-
ences to introduce the country»s capital
market as good as possible,” Moham-
madi said.

For instance, the official mentioned a
seminar called “Iran Capital Market:
Higher Diversity, Higher Return” to be
held on Kish Island, southern Iran, on
Tuesday.

According to Mohammadi, 50 high-rank-

Rl oS s)lg g )3 lab piumod

ing international lecturers and panelists
from 17 different countries are going to
participate in the seminar to exchange
ideas and share experiences on Iran’s
untapped market with its great potentials.
The seminar will be inaugurated by
Iranian Finance and Economic Affairs
Minister Masoud Karbasian.

Many Iranian capital market entities
will participate in this event, which
marks this seminar as a great opportu-
nity for networking among Iranian cap-
ital market members with their foreign
counterparts.

“There will also be an international exhi-
bition on the relevant topics with many
international companies and individuals
attending and visiting,” he noted.

The head of Iran’s SEO believes that the
implementation of nuclear deal known

as joint comprehensive plan of action
(JCPOA) has opened the country’s mar-
ket gates to the world and has facilitated
the presence of foreign investors in the
country’s stock exchange.

Asked about the main barriers that for-
eign investors are facing for activity in
Iran’s stock market, the official men-
tioned problems related to money trans-
actions as the main hurdle.

“If this problem is solved, Iran’s capital
market is completely ready to welcome
and support foreign investment,” he
said.

Mohammadi further stressed SEO’s
presence in the world renowned or-
ganizations and institutes including the
International Organization of Securities
Commissions (IOSCO), saying “Secu-
rities and Exchange Organization has

currently an observer status in IOS-
CO, but we are taking all the necessary
measures for becoming a permanent
member.”

About relationship with other countries’
stock exchanges, the director said, “We
have signed numerous agreements and
memorandums of understanding (MOUs)
with counterparts from all over the world.”
He mentioned India, South Korea,
Greece, Germany and Oman as some
of the countries that SEO have signed
MOUs with their securities and ex-
change organizations.

“SEO has signed MOUs with Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI),
German Federal Financial Supervisory
Authority (BaFin), South Korea’s Ex-
change (KRX) as well as Greece and
Oman’s exchanges and many more.”
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