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NEWS

Iran, Kazakhstan, China,
Turkmenistan to boost rail-
way traffic along CKTI

Iran, Kazakhstan, China and Turkmenistan
signed a protocol identifying operators for the
organization of container trains on China-Ka-
zakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran (CKTI) route.
The protocol was signed following an
agreement to increase CKTI’s railway traf-
fic, Kazinform reported on Tuesday citing
Kazakhstan’s national railway company
known as Kazakhstan Temir Zholy (KTZ).
According to the report, the decision was
made during a meeting between represent-
atives of Iranian, Kazakh, Chinese, and
Turkmen railways in Astana.

In the meeting, the parties discussed,
among other things, the issues of establish-
ing competitive tariffs for cargo transporta-
tion along the CKTI route.

«The participants of the meeting spoke in
favor of organizing a regular container ser-
vice on this route,» the KTZ release reads.
KTZ>s Vice-president for Logistics San-
zhar Yelyubayev noted the need to create
conditions for the development of container
service, formation of stable container traf-
fic, development of the client and freight
base, and application of approved tariff
rates for container service along the CKTI.

Non-oil trade up 8%, exports
hit $28.5b

The value of Iran’s non-oil trade with for-
eign partners reached $60.907 billion dur-
ing the first eight months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21- November
22), up $4.486 billion or 8 percent from the
same period last year, IRIB news reported
on Monday.

The country’s foreign trade stood at $56.421
billion during the first eight months of last year.
Meanwhile, the trade balance was reported
negative with the value of imports exceed-
ing that of exports by $3.931 billion.

As reported, some $32.419 billion worth of
non-oil goods were imported to the country
during the mentioned time span to register
a 17.52 percent rise compared to last year’s
8-month period.

Automobile parts and passenger cars were re-
ported to be the main drivers of the increase
in the value of the country’s 8-month imports.
The value of exports stood at $28.488 bil-
lion during the said period, falling 1.21 per-
cent from last year’s figure.

Gas condensate, liquefied natural gas
(LNG) followed by low-density oils, as-
sociated petroleum gas (APG) and hydro-
carbon gas liquids and finally liquefied
propane were among top exported com-
modities from Iran.

China, the United Arab Emirates, Turkey,
South Korea and Germany were top export-
ers of goods to Iran, while China, Iraq, South
Korea, Afghanistan and the UAE were the
top importers of Iranian commaodities.
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Chabahar under spotlight to boost Iran’s sea trade

Lying on the coast of the Gulf of
Oman in Iran’s southeastern Sis-
tan-Baluchestan Province, Chabahar
is the country’s only oceanic port
and given its strategic location in the
International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) development of
the port is of high significance for
Iran.

The port has two significant docks,
namely Shahid Beheshti and Shahid
Kalantari, which are mostly referred
to as ports, i.e. Shahid Beheshti Port
and Shahid Kalantari Port.

The first phase of developing Shahid
Beheshti Port is projected to be in-
augurated next week in a ceremony
to be attended by President Hassan
Rouhani and top officials from 27
countries, according to Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization (PMO)
Managing Director Mohammad Ras-
tad.

In this due, Ports and Maritime De-
partment of Sistan-Baluchestan Prov-
ince hosted a large media delegation
including 50 journalists and reporters
from domestic and foreign media on
a two-day visit to the southeastern
port.

Addressing the visiting media dele-
gates in a press conference on Mon-
day, Dr. Behrouz Aghaei, the director
general of Sistan-Baluchestan Ports
and Maritime Department, stressed
that Iran’s sea port trade will rise
through Chabahar Port, saying: “We
should not ignore Chabahar develop-
ment if we want to promote our share
of sea trade.”

Shahid Beheshti Port development
costs near $1b

Aghaei said: “Following the empha-

sis put by Supreme Leader Ayatollah

Seyed Ali Khamenei on develop-

ment of Chabahar, we have started

development of the port since the

E

l 'i.r
|

Iranian calendar year 1386 (March
2007-March 2008).”

“We have already expended near $1
billion for the development of Sha-
hid Beheshti Port”, the official an-
nounced.

“We built 1,650 meters of break-
waters and 1,700 meters of docks
in addition to 203 hectares of land
reclamation for developing this port
which is a unique job in the country”,
he underlined.

Explaining more on the measures tak-
en by his department for developing
the port, Aghaei said, “We opened the
LC for receiving the first part of re-
quired equipment in Khordad month
of the last Iranian year (May 22-June
21, 2016]. The shipment included
two strategic cranes which were as-
sembled at the shortest time in a way
that three vessels have been already
unloaded by them.”

“The second part was received in the

month of Ordibehesht [April 21-May
22, 2017] and the equipments were
assembled during 40 days in a way
that the containers which you see to-
day in the dock are being moved by
them. And the equipments of the third
part are currently under assembly”,
he added.

“One of our honors is that these
equipments are being manufactured
jointly by Germany in a way that
some parts of them have been manu-
factured by Germany and some parts
by Iran”, the official further high-
lighted.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Aghaei said
that five phases have been planned
for development of Shahid Behesh-
ti Port to boost its capacity from the
current 8.5 million tons (which is ca-
pable of reaching 15 million tons) to
82-85 million tons.

The maritime official also underlined
Chabahar’s complementary role for
Gwadar Port of Pakistan and Sohar
Port of Oman.

Refereeing to the project for building
railway from Chabahar to Zahedan
(center city of Sistan-Baluchestan

Province), he said good measures
have been conducted in this due and
the project has a 25.7 percent pro-
gress so far.

The railway will be complete by the
next 2-3 years so that the railway po-
tential could be used for cargo trans-
portation, he added.

Environmental protection
observed

Visiting infrastructures and equip-
ments in Shahid Beheshti Port, the
journalists and reporters also listened
to Amir-Hossein Esmaeeli, the op-
erator of Shahid Beheshti Port de-
velopment project, who described
the measures, specially engineering
operations, taken for development of
the port.
Emphasizing that the project is com-
plying with all environmental factors,
the operator elaborated on the meas-
ures to displace 32,000 coral colo-
nies to a distance of five kilometers
far from the dock in order to protect
them.
He further expounded upon docks
of the port and said: “We built five
docks in the first phase including
two container docks with the length
of 720 meters and three multipur-
pose docks with the length of 684
meters.”
He put the land reclamation at 32
hectares for the container docks and
31 hectares for the multipurpose
docks of the port, saying: “We made
63 hectares land reclamation in total
at the cost of $341 million.”
Elsewhere in his remarks, Esmaeeli
referred to the significance of con-
ducting port development projects
and said: “Given that over 86 percent
of Iran’s trade is through the ports, we
should make our development pro-
jects feasible in the shortest possible
time.”

TCCIMA seeks stronger ties with Italy, Belgium

A delegation from Tehran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA) explored
new avenues of cooperation with
Italian and Belgian counterparts dur-
ing the 2nd Iran-Italy business forum
in Rome and Iran’s investment op-
portunities forum in Brussels.
Addressing the 2nd Iran-Italy busi-
ness forum, TCCIMA Head Masoud
Khansari announced that Iran-EU
trade during the first eight months of
2017 has almost doubled in compar-
ison with the same time last year, the
portal of TCCIMA reported.

“From January to August this year,
exports of the 28 European coun-
tries to Iran increased by 37.5 per-
cent while Iran’s exports to those
countries multiplied by 2.4,” he said,
“Trade between Iran and EU in the
said time span stood at over €13.1
billion.”

Referring to the ever-increasing
Iran-Italy trade during the recent
years, he added that Iran’s imports
from Italy stood at more than $802

million in Iranian calendar year 1394
(March 2015-2016), while the figure
increased to $1.22 billion in 1395
(March 2016-17), registering 50 per-
cent rise.

Khansari expressed hoped that the
two sides will develop their coopera-

tion into making joint investments as
well on the way to increase exports of
Iranian goods to regional countries.
TCCIMA delegation left Rome for
Brussels on Wednesday to attend the
two-day Iran’s investment opportuni-
ties forum.

With the aim of making Europeans
more familiar with investing op-
portunities in Iran’s oil and mining
sectors, the forum was held with the
cooperation of Frontier Exchange,
Intelligent Persian Corporation (IPC
Group), and TCCIMA.




