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News

Qeshm Geopark
globalized

Director of Public Relations and Inter-
national Affairs at Qeshm Free Zone
Organization Morteza Sheikhzadeh
said that Qeshm Geopark received a
green card to become globalized.
Qeshm Geopark globalized

“On the final day of the 10-day session
of UNESCO Global Geoparks Council
held in France, UNESCO finalized the
decision to assign <UNESCO Global
Geopark> label to Iran’s Qeshm Island
Geopark,> Sheikhzadeh said.
Sheikhzadeh added that Qeshm
Geopark has received the label for a
period of four years.

He reiterated that the park had once
been granted the label, but was re-
moved from the list 6 years later.
UNESCO Global Geoparks are sin-
gle, unified geographical areas where
sites and landscapes of international
geological significance are managed
with a holistic concept of protection,
education and sustainable develop-
ment. Their bottom-up approach of
combining conservation with sustaina-
ble development while involving local
communities is becoming increasingly
popular.

Qeshm is an island in the Strait of Hor-
muz, located a few kilometers off the
southern coast of Iran.
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Loading, Unloading Goods in Kish Island
Exceeds one Hundred Thousand Tons

Director of Kish Port and Maritime
Office said that loading and unload-
ing of goods in Kish Island has ex-
ceeded 108 thousand tons and also
non-oil exports has shown 70 per-

cent growth over the first month of
the current Persian year (1396).

According to the Public Relations
and International Affairs Depart-
ment of Kish Free Zone Organiza-

tion quoting from Hormozgan Ports
and Maritime Organization, Ahmad
Shahriary announced the loading
and unloading of 108 thousand 350
tons of oil and non-oil commodity

at Kish port, in the first month of
the current Persian year starting on
March 21, among which total non-
oil cargo was 86, 999 tons and 21,
351 tons were oil products.

«Since the beginning of the current
Iranian year 163,739 passengers
have used Kish harbor transport ser-
vices and in the same period around
1,461 vessels shuttled between Kish
island and mainland coast, among
them 460 vessels carried over 1,000
tons goods.» he reiterated.

He also said the share of non-oil
export operations amounted to 355
tons with 70% growth and the vol-
ume of imports of such goods has
been 1,799 tons.

Director of Kish Port and Maritime
Office also announced the cabotage of
84,845 tons of non-oil goods in the port.
«During this period, 35,878 vehicles
were transferred through Kish-Char-
ak and Kish-Aftab sea routes by
landing crafts «he added.

Kish Ready to Host Kiteboarding World Championship

Kish Free Zone Organization managing director
has announced that Kish is ready to host Kite-
boarding World Championships.

According to the Public Relations and Interna-
tional Affairs Department of Kish Free Zone
Organization, Akbar Torkan, the Secretary of
the High Council of Free Zones, along with Dr.
Mounesan, the CEO of Kish Free Zone Organ-
ization paid a visit to various sections of Kish
Water Sports Park (Wibit) on April 27.

Dr. Mounesan pointed out the valuable poten-
tials of developing recreation and water sports
in the region and said following the visit of the
president of International Kiteboarding Asso-
ciation and his suggestion to hold 2018 kite-
boarding championships, we welcome holding
of this joyful and fun sporting event on Kish
Island.

«Having provided the necessary infrastructures
and appropriate accommodation and catering
facilities as well as the proper private sector
investment, Kish can turn into an ideal hub for
international beach and water championships»
KFZO chief reiterated.

The president of International Kiteboarding As-
sociation (IKA), Mirco Babini, visited the train-
ing course for kiteboarding coaches while they

were being held in Wibit last March, he praised
Kish Island Potentials and facilities and evaluat-
ed them as suitable for hosting the world sailing
competitions.

This water sport park is located on the seabed
with an area of over 2 thousand square meters of
land and water polo and volleyball fields, it has
the capacity for 140 people who are interested in
recreation and marine sports.

Kiteboarding is a surface water sport combining
aspects of wakeboarding, snowboarding, wind-
surfing, surfing, paragliding, skateboarding and
gymnastics into one extreme sport. A kite board-
er harnesses the power of the wind with a large
controllable power kite to be propelled across
the water on a kiteboard similar to a wakeboard
or a small surfboard, with or without foot straps
or bindings.
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